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Troop Celebrates 75 Years

El Cerrito’s Troop 104 of the Boy 
Scouts of America is celebrating 
its 75th anniversary on Flag Day 
June 14 at the Camp Herms 
Lodge.  Present and past scouts, 
scouters their families and mem-
bers of the community have been 
invited.  There will be a delicious 
BBQ, historical displays, scout 
activities and demonstrations, fol-
lowed by live dance music in the 
lodge, by local band Hot Rod 
Jukebox.  

Camp Herms lodge and quarry 
has been beautifully decorated 
with flowers, balloons, table set-
tings, bunting and banners in the 
colors of the Stars and Stripes.  A 
generous BBQ chicken meal and 
an incredible anniversary cake 
with icing in red white and blue 
and will be served to all guests.  
The scouts plan a medical pre-
paredness demonstration, they 
will contribute memories and pre-
dictions to a time capsule for the 
100th Troop anniversary, and 
when the flag is honored, we will 
hear buglers from the Troop per-

form the national anthem.     A 
fascinating display of badges 
through the years will be on 
view, along with photos, hand-
books and items from the Troop 
archives.   

Everyone is urged to bring their 
camera and take pictures!  
Scouts will be in full uniform 
and perhaps we will see scouts 
dancing ‘gangnam style’ or even 
learning a jive step with their 
mothers.  This will be a fun and 
memorable event!  

CONTINUED PAGE 15
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Troop 104 Eagles 
and Eagle Projects 

Eagle Scout is the highest rank attainable 
in the Boy Scouting program of the Boy 
Scouts of America (BSA). A Scout who 
attains this rank is called an Eagle Scout 
or Eagle. Since its introduction in 1911, 
the Eagle Scout rank has been earned by 
more than two million young men.   
Requirements include earning at least 21 
merit badges and demonstrating Scout 
Spirit through the Boy Scout Oath and 
Law, service, and leadership. This in-
cludes an extensive service project that  
the Scout plans, organizes, leads, and 
manages.

Troop 104 Eagles and their projects are 
listed here.

Troop 104 was founded by the Harding School Dad’s Club, in 
Dec 1939.  Meetings were originally held at Harding, and 
through most of its history, at El Cerrito High School.  Troop 
meetings are currently held weekly at the El Cerrito Veterans 
Memorial Hall first and third Mondays, second Mondays at 
ECHS, and end-of-month Green Bar and parent meetings at 
Arlington Community Church.  The Troop is self-chartered, 
and has been continually chartered throughout its seventy-five 
year history.  The Troop was originally called Troop 4, but its 
name was changed to Troop 104 in 1943 in a reorganization 
of area Boy Scout Troops.   

Boys in the Troop go to public and private middle and high 
schools in El Cerrito and nearby cities, but most reside in El 
Cerrito.  Boys come to the Troop typically when they are in 
sixth grade, from El Cerrito Cub Scout Pack 104 or other area 
Cub Scout packs; many came from Cub Scout Pack 21 based 
at Fairmont Elementary school for much of its history (Pack 
21 is no longer active).  

Hundreds of boys have been members of the Troop, many have 
become adult leaders in scouting, and all of them have valued 
and applied their experiences and training in scouts in what 
they chose to do in their careers or community service.   
Among them were the Fogerty brothers, young scouts who 
went on to form the band Credence Clearwater Revival.  Their 
parents called them the “Boy Scouts of Rock ‘n’ Roll”  thinking 
they wouldn’t be successful in the grown-up world of rock n 
roll,  but in the sprit of the current Troop tagline, Never Give 
Up!, these boys stuck to their belief in themselves, practiced 
hard and achieved their dreams, once called ‘the most success-
ful band in the world’.

Any boy twelve years old or older is welcome to Boy Scouts.  
The current Scoutmaster is Jason Kondracki, who was recently 
sworn is as SM at the Troop’s Court of Honor June 3 2014.  
George Gaebler has retired as Scoutmaster, after a long tenure 
as SM with the Troop.  (See article page 3).  Troop 104 
currently has six adult Assistant Scoutmasters.   More informa-
tion about scouting and scouting in El Cerrito is maintained at 
at ecscouting.org.   

CONTINUED PAGE 4

A Short History of Troop 104
by Damian Hayden

by Irwin Horowitz, Unit Comm.

Eagle Year
George Harsch, Jr. 1948
Allen Englebright 1952
Gordon Mettenon 1952
John Boland 1952
Harold Maertins 1952
Lee Calin 1952
Gary Newquist 1952
Wesley Schlotzhaur 1952
Grant Weeks 1952
Daryl Sweeney 1953
Edward Boland 1954
Robert Bronson 1954
Kerry Mackenzie 1954
Larry K. Lobner 1954
John L. Tienson 1955
Robert M. Pool 1956
Rodney L. Babb 1956
David Sanford 1960
Charles Chapman 1960
Stuart H. Andrews, Jr. 1960
Dewey D. Proietti 1962

CONTINUED PAGE 9 Page 2
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Continued from Page 1

Troop Celebrates 75 Years
Thank You!

 
The Troop thanks committee members whose planning and ideas made the 75th Anniversary Gala possible: 
Damian Hayden, Chris Morgan, Wendy Johnson, Allan Meacham,  Radziah Loh, Stephen Franaszek, Molly 
Brown, Mark Carraher and Len Bjeldanes.   Many other volunteers helped pull it all together the day of the 
event: Alicia Mendoza, Jack Jackman, Stephen Jeung, Tim Jeung, Karen Kondracki, SM Jason Kondracki, 
James Cooney, Patricia Hunt, Susan Angel, Phil Maynard and all volunteers and of course, the boy scouts of 
Troop 104.   

The Troop also owes very special thanks to community friends, all of whom donated their professional time 
and great expertise to making the event so memorable: 

Judy Pope, of De Jour Floral of Kensington Gardens, who provided the flowers and decorations; 

Yumi Adam, who baked and decorated the fabulous ‘75’ flag cake; 

Steinberg Architects for printing the newsletter and program;

and members of Hot Rod Jukebox, who provided the entertainment.  

Page 15

Troop 104 Philmont 2013
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Scoutmasters Parting Minute: Leave a Trace
by George Gaebler, SM

My earliest heroes were Scouts; brother, father, and 
Mr. Alfred Mabey.  Mr. Mabey emigrated from Eng-
land in 1910, joined scouting and eventually became 
a Scoutmaster.  He had attained emeritus status be-
fore I bridged into his troop in 1968, but I had al-
ready come to know him as a friend of the family. As 
a scout, I admired Mr. Mabey’s exemplary character, 
knowledge of outdoor skills, master craftsmanship in 
cabinet-making, and he taught me, among other 
things, how to play British Bulldog.  I now realize just 
how much more I’ve learned from Mr. Mabey, and 
other Scouters like him, about responsibility, disci-
pline, leadership, and the importance of just getting 
together and having fun with good friends. 

Today we have access to a wide range of resources 
within the Scouting community.  One such resource, 
boyscouttrail.com, provided the theme for the Scout-
master Minute at last week’s Court of Honor; Leave 
a Trace.  In Troop 104, we spend quite a bit of time 
learning how to 'Leave No Trace' to ensure that we 
leave as little impact as possible on our environment. 
(We’ve even been known to “fluff the grass” after 
some of our practice camporee outings at the Mr. 
Higley’s ranch!)  However, we all know that no mat-
ter how hard we try, we do leave a trace – a footstep, 
a broken twig, and yes, even some matted down 
grass.  While we concentrate on minimizing the phys-
ical impacts when camping, in Scouting we also learn 
that we have an impact on each person that we meet, 

and that it’s up to us to choose whether to make a 
good impact or a poor one.  In Troop 104, we en-
courage our scouts to do their best to leave a Good 
trace with everyone they meet, and I can truthfully 
say that Troop 104 has left a good trace with me.  

While the world of Scouting has changed since the 
time that Troop 104 began, scouts still join the troop 
for the same reasons they did 75 years ago – to enjoy 
the outdoors, learn new skills and have some fun.   
Since 1938, Troop 104 scouts have been gathering 
and learning together, having fun, and taking on life’s 
challenges, and repeating the same Scout Oath and 
Scout Law.  I’m confident that the next 75 years will 
bring more changes for Scouting, and it’s my hope 
that Troop 104 continue to embrace and lead that 
change, and that it remains a beacon for Scouting in 
El Cerrito.  I know that this hope is well founded with 
such dedicated and innovative scouts and scouters in 
the troop under the guidance of our new Scoutmas-
ter, Mr. Jason Kondracki.   I’m grateful to the scouts 
and scouters of Troop 104 for continuing to provide 
heroes for El Cerrito.

Thanks, T104!     
And remember…Never give up!

Very truly yours in Scouting,

George E. Gaebler Scoutmaster, T104, 2010-1014

Troop 104 scoutmasters at Hetch Hetchy 
June 2013. From left to right: Jason 
Kondracki ASM, Steven Jeung ASM, CC, 
George Gaebler SM, Len Bjeldanes ASM.

Page 14
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George Gaebler
T104 SM  2010-2014

George Gaebler is stepping down as 35th Troop 104 Scoutmaster 
after four years of  devoted and successful service to the troop.  Mr. 
G. came to the position with a long family history in scouting and 
was well suited for the position.  His father, George F. Gaebler,  was 
the legendary Scoutmaster of Troop 24 in Berkeley for about 15 
years, and remained active in the troop for decades!  George Sr 
earned his Eagle in 1939, the year Troop 104 was established.  
Making it a family tradition, Mr. G and his brothers Bill, John, and 
Tom achieved the rank of Eagle in their careers as Boy Scouts.  All 
three of Mr. G’s sons achieved high ranks in Troop 104 as well.

Mr. G’s service as Scoutmaster of Troop 104 will be long remem-
bered for the many traditions that were instituted under his guid-
ance. For examples, he introduced a schedule of three weekly troop 
meetings and a Green Bar meeting each month. He introduced a 
new troop motto: “Never give up”, which is proudly displayed on 
the new class B shirt for the troop. He composed a rousing new 
troop yell that so far is receiving slow acceptance by the troop, pos-
sibly because it requires memorization of more than the two words 
used in the traditional motto, EL CERRITO! Mr. G also introduced 
the practice of scouts standing in front of the troop to make presen-
tations or while offering comments during troop meetings. As ex-
pected, some of the scouts find this form of presentation a bit 
challenging, while for other scouts, it gives them the opportunity to 
hold forth until asked to sit down. 

Being an accomplished trombonist himself, Mr. G took special inter-
est in the development of the bugler position for the troop. With Mr. 
G’s guidance, and with enthusiastic participation from many bud-
ding musicians in the troop, the troop has developed a strong tradi-
tion of very good student buglers, complete with a backup bugle 
corps. The troop is most appreciative of the new bugle that Mr. G 
presented for the troop bugler. Also during his tenure, Mr. G en-
couraged a deepened community service commitment in the troop 
with strong support for new opportunities for volunteer service in 
meal preparations at the GRIP homeless shelter, as stewards of the 
Shadi Christmas display, and in trail and campsite maintenance at 
Yosemite National Park.

Scoutmaster George Gaebler Retires as Troop 104 Scoutmaster

The use and capacity of the Gaebler 
van (aka Ford Windstar) are legend-
ary for everything from a long road 
trip with scouts to Yellowstone Na-
tional Park, to shorter trips with the 
G-van fully loaded to Camp Wolfe-
boro for summer camp, at times with 
the G-trailer in tow, all without a sig-
nificant breakdown.

Mr. G. displayed wise, patient, skill-
ful, steadfast, and congenial leader-
ship when appropriate for the scouts 
and scouters, alike. When necessary, 
he skillfully employed well established 
methods of conflict resolution among 
the scouts in the troop. 

Mr. Gaebler’s long service draws on 
and extends the devoted service of 
Scoutmasters before him and has 
helped to place Troop 104 on a firm 

Page 3
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

Seventy-five years ago El Cerrito had about ¼ the 
population, there were still some open fields and 
streams children would play in, and kids could go to the 
El Cerrito Theater all day matinee, for a dime.  A lot has 
changed since then, but scouting has not changed so 
much.  Boys still strive to serve the community, respect 
the environment, campout, earn badges, and above all 
else, have fun.  Other boy scout troops have been active 
in El Cerrito before and since, there are very active 
sister units in Albany, Kensington, Richmond and 
Berkeley, but Troop 104 is the only Troop in El Cerrito 
now, and has been active throughout its seventy-five 
year history.   The Troop has a long and adventurous 
history in El Cerrito, well worth celebrating! 
 
Troop 104 Boy Scouts have done a lot to help the 
community of El Cerrito and beyond throughout the 
years.   For seventy-five years Boy Scouts from the 
Troop have conducted local and state service projects, 
from clearing brush and planting trees in state parks, 
organizing recycling campaigns and cleaning up graffiti 
and helping setup and shepherd the Sundar Shadi 
hillside holiday display each year.   Wherever there is a 
need, the scouts have been there to help.   

Aside from service projects, Boy Scouts conduct proj-
ects that often address overlooked or neglected needs of 
the community, or  environmental  necessities.  Many 
of these projects are overseen by senior boys for their 
Eagle Awards, the highest level of achievement in Boy 
Scouts.   Residents will see examples of Troop 104 
projects throughout El Cerrito.  Walking the Hillside 
Natural Area Nature Trail, hikers may see stairs and 
benches constructed long ago by area Boy Scouts, and 
may make use of a detailed field guide listing plant and 
animal species on the trails, written by a Boy Scout.  
Those aluminum fish shaped placards on many the 
city’s storm sewers that remind us ‘No Dumping, Drain 
to the Bay’ were put their by Boy Scouts.   A Troop 104 
scout reconstructed two of the holiday display camels 
from the Shadi display, city treasures .  Retaining walls 
and benches at Tassajara Park, fences,  the old Teepee 

and trail signs at Canyon Trail Park, handrails and the 
court facility at Huber Park and planter boxes at Made-
ra Elementary School and Middle College Eco Club, 
have all been built by T104 scouts.  The bleachers at El 
Cerrito Vista were built by scouts many years ago, and 
in May this year, the benches were rebuilt again, orga-
nized by Troop 104 Eagle candidate Tim Jeung.   
Scouts spend time learning about sports, crafts, sci-
ence, trades, business, and future careers by earning 
merit badges, but it is through service and building 
projects that help put theory to practice in the commu-
nity for these teenagers.  Troop 104 Eagle projects are 
listed here in page 10.

Of course, Troop 104 scouts go camping and have 
gone on many other outdoor adventures near and far.  
The boys typically campout every month, on the ocean 
or in the mountains, and many points between.  The 
scout district’s week-long summer camp is in the Sierra 
on the Stanislaus river, at Camp Wolfeboro.  Practically 
all of the scouts return year after year, and many are 
Wolfeboro Pioneers, one the oldest fraternities in scout-
ing.  In many years, some of the Troop also go on 
expeditions, at sites organized by the Boy Scouts of 
America.  In 2013, some of the Troop went on a 75 
mile, 12 day backpacking trip to Philmont Scout 
Ranch, a the High Adventure Base  in the mountains of 
New Mexico.  This summer two crews from the Troop 
will be paddling and portaging canoes for a week and a 
half in the Boundary Waters of Minnesota and Ontario.  
Other scouts will be going on a three-day backpacking 
trip to Desolation Wilderness near Lake Tahoe.  
Through its seventy-five year history the Troop has 
hiked, biked and camped all throughout Northern Cal-
ifornia, and has traveled to other states, including Ha-
waii, and even outside the US, to Costa Rica and 
Canada.

The 75th Anniversary Gala June 14 2014 at Camp 
Herms will celebrate the  scouts and scouters (parents 
and adult leaders), their community efforts and adven-
tures and the longevity of El Cerrito Troop 104.  

El Cerrito!  El Cerrito!  El Cerrito!

Troop 104 History

Page 4
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Skateboarding MB
By Colm Hayden, Bugler

Page 13

Yosemite
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

Another thing we did is we went on a hike. This 
outing we split up and half of us went on a 6-mile 
hike while the others went on a 10-mile hike to 
Glacier Point. For the 10-mile hike we went on 
the 4-mile trail, which really is about 4.9 miles, 
but it’s called the 4-mile trail for some reason. It 
was a steep and slippery trail that was composed 
of switchbacks all the way to the top of the moun-
tain. But when we reached the top the amazing 
view made it worth it. The way down was surpris-
ingly harder. The trail was made out of stone with 
gravel and dirt on top, which made it very slip-
pery.

When we finally reached the end of the trail we 
went back to the campsite to regroup with the 
other scouts who did a 6-mile hike instead of the 
10-miler. They had already gone down to the river 
to go swimming. We went down to where they 
were swimming and joined them in the fun. We 
soon devised a dunking competition. In this con-
test each person would run into the freezing cold 
snowmelt and then dunk his head all the way un-
derwater. Then he would come out and dry off 
and as soon as he was completely dry he would 
run back and dunk again. Whoever could last lon-
gest would win.

I think there should be a skateboarding merit 
badge. Skateboarding is the most popular action 
sport and it is lots of fun to do.

If a skateboarding merit badge was made I think it 
should include learning how to fall properly, learn-
ing how to push, or pedal on a skate board, and 
having a general idea of basic tricks, like the kick 
flip and the Ollie. People should learn how to turn 
by leaning and to turn by doing tick tacks.  Scouts 
should go to a skate park and look at the environ-
ment and try things that they feel comfortable doing 
on a skateboard. They should learn about all popu-
lar types of skateboarding, like vert skating, moun-
tain boarding, cruising, longboarding, and street 
skating. 

To qualify to be a merit badge councilor you should 
know how to skate. You should be at the amateur 
level of boarding and be able to do a kick flip and 
an Ollie, the basics. Scouts should learn about 
games like SKATE, and about competitions. Skat-
ers should also learn about the importance of safety 
equipment, and the injuries that could occur while 
skating. To qualify to take the skateboarding merit 
badge, scouts should be first class and above and 
should have passed the first aid requirements for 
second and first class.

I think scouts will enjoy taking a skateboard merit 
badge and I think this should be a merit badge.   
The badge could look something like my drawing 
below.

Troop 104.  Yosemite, 2013
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Yosemite
By Rota Maynard, PL

One of my favorite Boy Scout outings is the 
annual service trip to Yosemite. During the 
Yosemite trip we do a service project that in-
volves cleaning out some of the campsites in 
Yosemite. One of the things we do is clean the 
built up ash out of the fire pits. The people 
who work at the park bring a truck with a 
trailer attached to it. Then we fill the trailer 
with the ashes we dig out of the fire pits. We 
keep doing this until we either fill the trailer or 
finish all of the in that area. At the same time 
we also go around the campsites and pick up 
trash that campers leave.

This year our meal planning wasn’t exactly the 
healthiest for some of the meals but it definite-
ly tasted good. There were five meals, two 
breakfasts, two lunches and one dinner. Al-
most all of our meals included some form of 
bacon, which of course was delicious! For the 
first breakfast we had bacon and eggs. For the 
second breakfast we had bacon and bagels. 
For dinner we had hotdogs wrapped in bacon. 
For both lunches we had sandwiches but for 
the second we also had Caesar salad with, wait 
for it, bacon inside. 

CONTINUED PAGE 13

Page 12

Taramancho
Continued from Page 7

I raced in the Dirt Classic on the first of June 
and finished 9th. The race was amazing. I feel 
proud as a boy scout that the Marin Council 
allows the mountain bikers to race in such a 
great location. There was only a small amount 
of Boy Scouts compared to the swelling mass-
es of riders that joined that Sunday. In the end, 
the race was extremely well organized for the 
amount of people that came.

Tamarancho is a great place to go Mountain 
Biking - thank you Boy Scouts for making it 
available for anyone to use!
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It was middle afternoon by the time our three-canoe crew 
with seven scouts and me had made our way across the 
20-km-long Saganaga Lake, through Swamp Lake and 
Mud Bay before our final short protégé to Otter Track 
Lake, on which we were to camp that night. Located on 
the Minnesota-Ontario boarder, Otter Track is about a 
4-km long, narrow, and deep body of clear water that is 
rimmed by 200’ high granite walls on the northern (Cana-
dian) side and densely forested flat lands on the southern 
(US) side. 

As we shoved off from the eastern end of the lake, we were 
happy that we were finally heading to a campsite and 
some rest for the day. We noticed, however, that the sky 
to the north was beginning to darken, and the steady 
easterly breeze that had blown us across most of Big Sag 
had now nearly disappeared. After traveling for eight days 
in the Quetico, we all knew what these signs were telling 
us and we pushed off quickly onto the lake without our 
usual chatter and dug in with our paddles. 

After about a half hour, the diminishing easterly breeze 
had changed to a westerly headwind. Although we 
couldn’t see much to the north because of the steep cliffs, 
we began to hear occasional distant rumblings of thunder. 
Erik, the crew leader told us that it was time to gear up 
for the rain, which we all did as quickly and as carefully 
as we could as we held on to each other’s canoes on the 
now choppy lake. 
 
As our close Knit group again resumed our paddling, a 
slate black sky became visible over the high cliffs on our 
right, the head wind grew in intensity, and we began to be 
confronted with white-capped waves. Most concerning 
was the decreasing time between the lightening flashes to 
the north and the resultant thunder claps.

Since there was no clear area on the heavily wooded 
southern shore and we were only about 50 yards from the 
first campsite indicated on our map, we decided to press 
on toward that campsite, while staying within a

CONTINUED PAGE 7

Adventure on Otter Track Lake  
by Len Bjeldanes, ASM

Page 5

Interview with ASM 
Len Bjeldanes

by Alex Kondracki, Troop Guide

Alex:  How long have you been In scouting 
in general?

Len:  One year in the troop when I was a 
kid, four from my kids being in cub 
scouts, and 20 years in troop 104.

Alex:  What troop were you in when you 
were young?

Len:  I don’t remember but it was in 
Minneapolis.

Alex:  What was your best memory from that 
troop?

Len:  Didn’t have any.  Instead I went to 
YMCA and went out on outings, and 
had a lot of fun there.

Alex:  When did you start to enjoy scouting?
Len:  As an adult when my kids where in the 

troop.

Alex:  How long have you been a scouter and 
in what  positions?

Len:  I’ve been in the troop for 20 years, and 
as: Assistant Cubmaster, Cubmaster, 
and Assistant Scoutmaster.

Alex:  What was your favorite 104 outing 
and why?

Len:  The old Northern Tier trip. We were 
going to lunch on an island and we 
found a electric socket in a tree that 
was fake and put there by someone 
before us.

Alex:  What advice would you give to 
somebody starting now as a scout?

Len:  Go at your own pace and do entire 
things. Also make friends because they 
will be your friends until 18.

CONTINUED PAGE 8
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Page 6

paddle’s length of the shore and under the over-
hanging pine trees. 

Within a few minutes, we were in a downpour of 
rain and pea-sized hail, with little visibility, that 
was punctuated by intense lighting flashes above 
the cliffs. The bow paddlers were pulling with all 
their might to provide forward motion against the 
wind and rising waves. The stern paddlers were 
pulling with J and C strokes as best they could to 
keep their crafts on course, while they saw water 
accumulating in their canoes. The men in the 
middle of the canoes tried to assist with the pad-
dling, but their efforts were often thwarted by the 
rocking canoe and water coming in over the sides. 
One of the middle men, who was a big, strong, and 
brave young man, stopped trying to paddle, bowed 
his head, and just held on.
 
As we approached our intended campsite, to our 
great disappointment, we could see through the 
dim light and downpour that the site was occupied 
by a large group of adults. As we slowly made our 
way along the shore, two of the women in the 
group came out of their rain shelter and shouted 
over the tumult to us their apologies for taking the 
campsite, saying that they were lost and, with the 
storm, they had to take any shelter they could find. 
Although they very generously invited us to occupy 
the campsite with them, it was clearly overcrowded 
already and we pressed slowly on. 

Somehow Erik recalled that there was another 
campsite indicated on our map that should be 
about 70 yards further west and in a bay off the 
main lake. As we turned into this bay, the wind 
intensity diminished somewhat, as did the waves. 
We found two neighboring campsites unoccupied 
on the western side of the bay, and quickly moved 
into the second and most sheltered one. We 
brought our canoes ashore and inverted them after 
having moved our equipment and supplies up to 
the campsite. The rain fly was pitched over the 

Adventure on Otter Track Lake  
Continued from Page 5

dining area and we all breathed easier as we watched 
and listened to the continuing tempest over the lake.

After about an hour, all be-
came nearly quiet. The 
storm had passed to the 
south and we could hear on-
ly an occasional rumble of 
thunder. The lake had be-
come calm and a gentle east-
erly breeze helped to both 
dry us out and to reduce the 
presence of mosquitoes at 
our campsite. The late after-
noon sun shed light on the 

eastern shore of the lake and on the remnants of the 
black storm clouds that were moving to the south.

After we set up our tents and secured the campsite, 
someone remembered that fishing can be especially 
good just after a storm. Several of the fishermen in the 
crew took to the canoes and began plying the waters of 
the now glassy lake. I stayed ashore for some rest and 
quiet time. The stillness was most enjoyable after the 
roar of the storm. 

Soon, however, I heard a splash in the water and one of 
the fishermen let out a yell that echoed around our little 
bay. His rod was well bent and he was struggling to land 
a good-sized fish. As I turned to see what all the com-
motion on the lake was about, I saw that while the 
scouts were concentrating on the fish, the figure of a 
bald eagle, with its white head shining in the setting sun 
and in stark contrast to the dark sky in the background 
to the south, could be seen in flight not more than 
twenty feet over the heads of the fisherman as it flew 
toward the sun.  After a brief but vigorous struggle with 
the fish, the scout landed a good-sized Northern Pike, 
which we all later enjoyed with our dinner that evening, 
along with much retelling of our adventures of the day.

It was a good day!
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Troop 104 Eagles and Eagle Projects
Continued

Eagle Year  Project
Andrew Russell Schlegel 1994 EC Arlington Park - Refurbished park equipment
Morgan Paul Moschetti 1994 EC Community Center - Landscaping
Trent Earl Davalos 1994 EC Castro Park - Score Board
Joel David Abelson 1994 Albany Pool - Lifeguard Station
Charles Campbell Lovell 1994 Harding School - Score Board
Jeffrey Hartwell Restel 1995 City of EC - Storm drain markers (Drains to the Bay)
Joseph Robert Tibbetts 1995 City of EC - Storm drain markers (Drains to the Bay)
Jacob Dwight Coan 1996 El Cerrito Co-Op Preschool - Play structures
Raanan Bodzin 1996 City of EC - Clearing Firetrail off of Potrero Blvd.
Mark Moschetti 1997 Arlington Park - Cleared Creek of refuse and Poison Oak
Jay William Kopp Horowitz 1998 Kensington Park - Tennis Backboards
Michael Craig Bezemek 1999 Castro Park - Play structures refurbished and painted 
Brad Steven Moschetti 1999 City of El Cerrito Cleared Hillside trail and bench
Noah Daniel Bodzin 1999 Castro Park - Play structures refurbished and painted 
Nicholas Hiroyuki Umemoto 2000 Tassajara Park - Baseball benches
Carl Anthony Melis 2001 Tassajara Park - Retaining Wall
Evan Richard Kopp Horowitz 2001 Kensington Park - KCC After school - Mobile Coat/Pack Carts
Erik Lloyd Franks 2001 Tassajara Park - Retaining Wall
Daniel Richard Pangelina 2001 EC Community Center Pool - Lifeguard Chairs
Matthew Ian Houser 2003 City of EC - Restored Camels in Shadi's Nativity Display
Stephen Edward Lerch 2004 El Cerrito Co-Op Preschool - Built garage storage unit
Thomas Armand Bolling 2004 Peter Pan Pre-School - Built a ball pit
Richard Lewis Fabini 2004 City of EC - Restored Sheep in Shadi's Nativity Display
Anthony Duffy 2004 Peter Pan Pre-School - Built a playhouse
Ashik Raj Manandhar 2005 El Cerrito Art Center - Mobile Art storage racks
Harrison Potter 2006 Irrigation system
Christopher Pangelina 2006 Christ Lutheran Church - remodel/made Community Room
Jeffery Franks 2006 Tassajara Park - Benches
Douglas Fabini 2006 El Cerrito Cerrito Vista Park - Baseball Backstop (Re-built)
Ethan Tyler Housere 2007 Madera School - Playground U.S. Map
Max Russell Gonzales 2007 EC Community Center Pool - Swimmer Starter Boxes
Zachary Scott Houser 2009 Madera School - Planter Boxes
Matt Arciniega 2009 Children's Hospital - Toy Drive
Mark Kolding 2010 Tassajara Park - Retaining Wall
Brian James Orr 2011 CC Middle College - Biology Dept. - Built Planter Boxes
Christopher James Bennett 2011 Tassajara Park - Benches
Tim Clopp 2012 City of EC - Storm drain markers (Drains to the Bay)
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Troop 104 Eagles and Eagle Projects
Continued from Page 2  

Eagle Year  Project
John E. Chapman 1965
Kenneth Arthur Pryor 1966
Larry H. Swanson 1966
James A. Werner 1971
Michael Howard Charter 1974
Jeffrey Matthew Jue 1977
John West Addison III 1978 EC Hillside Nature Trail w/ 13 posts
Paul Robert Stortz 1979
James William Gaffield 1979
Thomas Cary Addison 1980 EC Hillside Nature Trail w/ 13 posts
Alonzo Church Addison 1981 Solano Tunnel Northern Area Landscaping
Sandesh Shantilal Mutha 1982
John Robert Stortz 1983
Jasjeet Singh Sikand 1983 Vista Park - Paint and refurbish play structures
Samuel Robbins Addison 1985
Scott Allen Foster 1988
Jason Allen Schilling 1988
Duane Jamie Fua Jung 1988
Matthew Lee Baldwin 1990
Marc Douglas Dea 1990 EC Hillside - Nature Trail by Recycling Center
Erik Leonard Bjeldanes 1990 EC Preschool - Climbing structure
Charles Alagos Quirino 1990
Matthew Lun Wah Easton 1990 Pt. Set Park - Basketball Back stops
Peter Danta Vittori 1991
Christopher Lee Vittori 1991 Huber Park
Robin Edward Barayuga Merrill 1991 First Unitarian Church - Fence
Tyrone Hidekazu Nakahara 1991 EC Cerrito Vista Park - Fence
Marker Ellsworth Lovell 1992 EC Community Senior Center - Planter Boxes
Peter Giesold Stout 1992 EC Canyon Trail Park - Fixed Teepee and other structures
Justin Collins Bartholomew 1992 Near Madera School - Built retaining wall & landscaping
Bradley Hartwell Restel 1992 Northbrea Church - Repaired & painted trellis and fence
Garrett Eugene Schlegel 1992 City of Richmond - Planted Oak trees in the El Sobrante area
Andrew Martin Butt 1992 City of El Sobrante - Planted trees
Jeremy Lun Hao Easton 1992 Contra Costa Civic Theater - Built Sound Booth
Christopher Kah Wen Lau 1992 EC Community Center Pool - Painted & repaired items 
Adrian M Barayuga Merrill 1993 UUCB - Benches
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T104 Memories
By Scott Houser, SM

Looking back at my time as scoutmaster is like a 
huge blur of activities, outings, meetings, ceremo-
nies, district competitions (which we consistently 
won for many years) and the many faces of boys 
who in some small way I’ve been able to help raise 
from adolescence into manhood.  

From the start, it was always an exercise in deferring 
management to the boys.  Letting them work at & 
try out leadership roles in an environment where it’s 
safe to try, fail, learn from and then succeed.  It was 
often surprising and deeply gratifying to see who 
would end up stepping forward & take part in 
guiding the other boys in various situations.  Of 
course, there would always be myself or some other 
adult leader there to be sure things stayed on track, 
but we were, for the most part, observers & would 
try to intervene only if it was necessary for safety or 
to keep activities flowing correctly.  Probably one of 
the best things about scouts is that it’s life lessons 
disguised as fun.  

There are so many things that happened during my 
watch as scoutmaster so I’ll relate one this time 
about their development as outdoor cooks.  

Seeing the guys develop as cooks/outdoor chefs 
was a fun process to observe.  At one point, I 
remember, they had gotten lazy about planning their 
meals.  Their menus would range from hotdogs to 
cold cereal and maybe some mac & cheese.  The 
adults decided we’d give them a little nudge one 
outing so we put together a nice meal of Teriyaki 
chicken, green salad, rice and cobbler for dessert.  
As we were eating, some of the boys would wander 
over and see what we had.  I remember one of them 
asking, “What’d you guys make?”  I described our 
meal, then he asked, “Can we have some?” to which 
I said, “No, but you could make this yourself.”  

After that, on subsequent outings, their meals 
started to get more interesting and even ambitious.  
At one point, we even had our own troop cooking 
competition.  Several of the guys became pretty 
decent cooks.  In fact, a couple of years our troop 
won the district Camporee “Cordon Bleu” compe-
tition.  They rose to the occasion with their own 
effort and their own creativity.  I was very proud. 

Scott Houser, SM 2003-2010
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Taramancho  
By Matthew Garrison, APL

Camp Tamarancho is a well known home to the 
Boy Scouts in the Marin Counscil, but that is 
not the only reason it is well known. Tamaran-
cho is a great place to go mountain bike riding. 
With Tamarancho’s 480 acres, it is a great place 
for service projects, outings, and (if you're hard 
core) races. I recently participated in a race at 
Tamarancho, called the “ Dirt Classic”. This 
year had a great turnout and was expanded to a 
two day event.  The race had hundreds of riders 
participate. It was huge and really fun.

I usually ride Tamarancho with my Dad and my 
brother Evan every other weekend. The loop 
around Tamarancho is about 7 miles long. 
Many people ride on the weekends so we have 
to go early in the morning, leaving at about 
8:00. The ride is long, technical and tiring.  To 
refuel afterwards we often go to Togo’s and get 
a huge sandwich,  We get back to our house by 
1:00 or 2:00. 

I feel a connection to Tamarancho.  I did a 
service project to help build a new flow trail. It 
is great!  The flow trail is a downhill hill section, 
which is about 1 mile long (you can't go up) and 
is a super-fast amazing section that includes 
whoop-de-doo’s (up and down sections that 
you can jump) and bank turns - it is amazing! 
At the service project we helped make the trail 
by digging trenches for drainage around a cor-
ner (so the bank turn doesn’t erode) and build-
ing up the turn. 

CONTINUED PAGE 12

Camp Herms
A Special and Historic Place

By Oscar Angel, APL

When you are standing on 
the porch at Camp Herms 
Lodge overlooking the Bay 
Area, you realize this place 
is special.  Troop 104 uses 
Camp Herms for each Court of Honor, day 
activities, and our fantastic fundraiser the Spaghetti 
Feed, where you can eat a meal of spaghetti and 
meatballs while you are waited on hand and foot by 
Troop 104's own Boy Scouts. You might know what 
you do at Camp Herms, but do you know it's 
history?   

In 1929,  the Berkeley Council was looking for a 
permanent weekend camp for scouting activities. 
George Friend, who lived on Arlington Avenue 
across the street from the Bates and Boreland 
Quarry, suggested to the Berkeley Council to build 
a day camp on the quarry site. Council President 
William B. Herms and a committee went to look at 
the quarry. The Berkeley Council bought the 
property for $8,712.50  and started building a day 
camp beginning in 1930, eighty-four years ago. 
Camp Herms was officially open on June 7, 1930. 
Camp Herms used to be called “Camp Berkeley” 
until 1939, when the name was changed to Camp 
William B. Herms in honor of the Council 
President who approved of the camp.

Along the way there were many donations of 
materials and funds from local companies, such as 
the Standard Oil Company of California, Berkeley 
Steel Company, and Pacific Gas and Electric. With 
their help, Camp Herms was able to be improved 
upon. Some of those improvements were 
landscaping, removal of eucalyptus trees, teepees 
and cabins were built, and a swimming pool in 
1939. 

CONTINUED PAGE 9
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Alex: Did your experiences as a scout affect your 
choice in career? 

Len: Not, but it reflected my interest in nature 
and science.

Alex: Which scout do you admire the most and 
why?

Len: I admire each, and every scout in their own 
way

Alex: Do you have an idea of how long you will 
continue in scouting now that you volunteer 
at the district level?

Len: I have a two year position that I might get 
again. I’m trying to make a cub pack for 
every school there is.

Alex: When you are not busy with scouts what do 
you like to do?

Len: I’m a tutor at El Cerrito High School in 
chemistry. I help with the AP Chemistry 
class over there, and I help the teacher Mr. 
Fabini. Chemistry is a great class, and ev-
erybody should try to get in to this. He runs 
a great science program at ECHS. I also 
like to fish, takes hikes, I like to ski, go to 
the mountains, and relax. I also listen to 
music, and I play the cello. Finally I also 
like to read.

Alex: What three things would you do if you 
where the head of scouting and why?

Len: 1:I would allow gay scout leaders because 
your sexual preferences do not affect your 
leadership

 2: I would do my best to make scouting go 
to poor and immigrant cities.

 3: I would have girls and boys together and 
give the boys a chance to be a leader, be-
cause in Venture Scouts the girls are more 
likely to volunteer for the leadership posi-
tions.

Interview
Continued from page 5

Some help also came from the Works Progress 
Administration (WPA), a federal program in the 
Great Depression created to help the nation's 
unemployed. In order to use the WPA funds to 
help build the pool, ownership of Camp Herms 
had to be transferred to the city of El Cerrito. 
After the pool was built, though, El Cerrito was 
reluctant to give it back. Fortunately, an 
agreement was worked out and the camp was 
given back to the Boy Scouts.

The camp has served hundreds of thousands of 
scouts over the years. During the Depression, 
boys who couldn't afford to go to camp in the 
Sierra went to Camp Herms for three dollars a 
week. The only time the camp didn't host 
scouting events was in 1942 when the army 
occupied Camp Herms during World War II. In 
1954, around 87,000 adults and Scouts 
attended Camp Herms.

Camp Herms has played a big part in the histo-
ry and culture of the troops in the Bay Area. It is 
an undeniable fact that scouting in the Bay area 
would not be the same with out Camp Herms.

Camp Herms
A Special and Historic Place

Continued from Page 8

Len Bjeldanes ASM, 
‘Xander Bjeldanes SPL


